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November 30, 2025 
1st Sunday of Advent 

“Therefore, stay awake!  For you do not know on which day your Lord 
will come.” M  24:42 

People who have had health issues or near-death experiences gener-
ally have a greater appreciation for each day being a gift from God.  

The rest of us usually take for granted that we will be around tomorrow.  
But when you start to look at each day as a gift, you realize all the little 
miracles that happen daily and you begin to see God’s active presence 
in your life.  You grow in gratitude, each day, for all that we have been 

given. 

Readings for the week of November 30, 2025 
Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 13:11-
14/Mt 24:37-44 
Monday:  Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-
11 
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 15:29-
37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 
7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 
9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 (see 7)/
Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sun, Nov 30th  

Confessions 7:00am — 7:25am 
Mass 7:30am    Special Intention   Offered by Ann Murdock   

Sun, Dec 7th   
Confessions 7:00am — 7:25am 
Mass 7:30am    People of the Parish  
 

Weekly Collections 
 

Pauline is on Holy Doors pilgrimage in Rome with the CWL of Canada  
from Nov 17th and will return on Nov 30th.  

Collection totals will be in the bulletin the weekend after she returns. 
  

Observances for the week of November 30, 2025 
Sunday: 1st Sunday of Advent 
Monday:              
Tuesday:              
Wednesday:  St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
Thursday: St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
Friday:   
Saturday: St. Nicholas, Bishop 
Next Sunday:  2nd Sunday of Advent 



Williamsfield Winterfest  
December 6th    5pm To 8pm   

St. James Catholic Church  
Christmas Brunch 

Dec 7th a er Mass  
Bring a dish to pass.  Everyone is invited. 

Christmas Father Deo and I are going to be  
zipping around the countryside to celebrate  

seven Christmas Masses this year.  
Christmas Eve:  

4:00pm at Saint Mary’s  
5:00pm at Saint Joseph’s  
10:00pm at Saint John’s  

 
Christmas Day:  

7:30am at Saint James  
8:00am at Saint Dominic’s  

9:00am at Saint Mary’s  
10:00am at Saint Joseph’s 

The Immaculate Conception is a Holy Day of Obligation, or as it is 
sometimes called – a holy day of opportunity – as Jesus pours out 
much grace upon those who celebrate his Mother. It is the beginning of 
God’s saving activity – the moment of Mary’s conception in the womb 
of her mother Anne, saved from the stain of sin, and prepared to bear 
the son of God in her sacred womb.  
As this Solemnity falls on a Monday, there is no Mass of anticipation on 
Sunday evening.  

There will be two morning options and two evening options on  
Monday, December 8th.  

Morning  
6:45 am at Saint Mary’s – 8:00 am at Saint Joseph’s  

Evening:  
6:00 pm at Saint Mary’s – 7:00 pm at Saint Dominic’s 

For the 150 Year Anniversary of the Diocese they are creating a 
book with the all the parishes of the diocese in it.  St James has two 
pages in that book. There is a book in the back of the church similar 
to what the diocese is having printed. If you want a copy of this book  
please sign up  on the sheet in the back of the church so one can 
be ordered for you. The cost will be $39.00– NO need to pay now.  
They need to be ordered by Dec 15th with the delivery around East-
er.   

There are pictures in the back of the church that they took  when 
they were here. Some of those pictures are what will be in the book. 
If you want one of those pictures,  Pauline can get it ordered also.  

Hope in the Lord’s Coming 
The 1st Sunday of Advent is a time of waiting and hope. We look forward 
to Jesus coming again, and  we    remember His birth in Bethlehem. Ad-
vent reminds us to be ready, not just for Christmas, but for the day when 
Christ will return. It is a season to pray, watch, and live in the light of the 
Lord. 

The readings for the 1st Sunday of Advent speak about peace, joy, and 
staying awake. Isaiah gives a picture of all nations coming to God’s 
mountain to learn His ways. The psalm is a prayer for peace in Jerusa-
lem. Paul tells us to wake up and live as people of the light. Jesus warns 
us to be ready because His coming will be sudden. 

Ask God to help you draw near to Him. 
The more we yearn for Christ in Advent, the closer we come to a re-
al celebration of Christmas.  Isn’t that a common fear we have dur-
ing Advent? That Christmas will come like it always does and we will 
be no better for it?  There is much that might trouble our hearts this 
time of year: family issues, financial worries, the things we need to 
accomplish, etc. Where does Jesus fit in among these worries?  
Deep down inside, we Catholics know that we have a chance for 
transformation during Advent—but we often forget to ask for it in 
prayer. 
Let us ask God to help us prepare our hearts for His coming and to 
aid us in having a good and holy Advent. After all, it is what He 
longs for us, too. 


