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The Baptism of Our Lord 

“John tried to prevent him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, yet 

you are coming to me?’” MATTHEW 3:14 

The Catholic Catechism states that “Jesus’ immersion in the water is a 

sign for all human beings of the need to die to themselves to do God’s 

will.”  In other words, as baptized Catholics there is only one gift that 

we need to give to Jesus – the gift of ourselves.  Surrender yourself to 

God, place your trust in Him and allow the Holy Spirit to work through 

you for the greater glory of God. 

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES  

Readings for the week of January 11, 2026  

SUN - THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  

Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17  

Mon 1 Sm 1:1-8/Mk 1:14-20  

Tue 1 Sm 1:9-20/Mk 1:21-28  

Wed 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Mk 1:29-39  

Thu 1 Sm 4:1-11/Mk 1:40-45  

Fri 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk 2:1-12  

Sat 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Mk 2:13-17  

SUN—SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Is 49:3, 5-6/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34 

 
Observances for the week of January 4, 2026 
Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord  
Monday:  
Tuesday: St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  
Wednesday: St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest  
Thursday:  
Friday:  
Saturday: St Anthony, Abbot  
Next Sunday:  2nd Sunday of Ordinary time 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sun, Jan 11th 

Confessions 7:00am — 7:25am 
Mass 7:30am    Aaron Miller & Frank Gilles offered by Peg Miller  
 

Sun, Jan 18th 
Confessions 7:00am — 7:25am 
Mass 7:30am    Chaika Family    offered by Sarina Cofield 
 

http://www.stjameswilliamsfield.org


 This weekend, we conclude the liturgical Season of 

Christmas with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  

 We return briefly to Ordinary Time. The Church  

organizes the calendar of its liturgical celebrations around 

themes that reflect different aspects of Christ and the salvation 

He has won for us. Christmas, and Advent, its season of      

preparation, focuses on the Mystery of the Incarnation. Holy 

Week and Easter and the Lenten period of preparation          

celebrate the Paschal Mystery. As the Church documents      

concerning the liturgical calendar inform us, “besides these  

seasons, there remains a yearly cycle of thirty-three weeks in 

which no particular aspect of the mystery of Christ is celebrated 

but rather the mystery of Christ is honored in its fullness,         

especially on Sundays.” Ordinary time is marked by the use of 

the liturgical color of green, a color we often associate with     

ordinary growth.  Ordinary Time will continue until Lent begins 

with the celebration of Ash Wednesday on February 18. In the 

Gospels, the Baptism of the Lord marks a most important     

turning point in the life of Jesus. Before His Baptism Jesus was 

by all appearances only a village carpenter, the son of Mary and 

Joseph of Nazareth. But with His Baptism, Jesus begins His 

public ministry. At Mass, we will hear St. Matthew tell us of how 

He first gathered His disciples and then began to teach, heal, 

and proclaim the reign of God.  

 At the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan river, the Holy Spirit 

descended upon Him, and a voice from Heaven proclaimed Je-

sus to be God’s beloved Son, with whom He is well pleased. Je-

sus, conceived through the power of the Holy Spirit, already the 

Son of God from His conception in the womb of the Virgin, now 

is revealed to those He encounters as His public ministry       

begins.  

A Blessed Return to Ordinary Time! 

Man of the Shroud Touring Exhibit  

 We are excited to announce the Man of the Shroud  

Exhibit will be coming to Incarnation Parish. The exhibit will 

be on display in Soseman Hall (Princeville) from February 

4th-8th.  The Shroud of Turin has long been venerated by 

the  

faithful and is believed by many to be the burial cloth of Je-

sus of Nazareth. The Shroud is one of the most scientifically 

studied religious icons in history. As science has progressed, 

so has the speculation on how the image of the crucified 

man of the Shroud was made. After decades of exhaustive 

and medical, historical and scientific research, the Center for 

the Study of the Passion of the Christ and the Holy Shroud 

has developed a moving and informative mobile exhibit on 

the Shroud of Turin.  The centerpiece is a full-length can-

vas replica of the Shroud made by the Shroud of Turin Edu-

cation and Research Association, Inc. In addition, the mobile 

exhibit contains a large crucified corpus showing the wounds 

of Christ corresponding to the passion narrative in the Gos-

pel accounts and the wounds shown on the Shroud. The ex-

hibit contains over 31 popup display banners detailing the 

history and science of the Shroud.  

For more information, please visit kolbeshrine.org/shroud.  

 

Weekly Collections 

Our Baptism, like the Lord’s, is a consecration to service. The 

bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship reminds us that “…there 

is a fundamental obligation arising from the sacrament of bap-

tism that people place their gifts, their resources – their selves -- 

at God’s service in and through the Church.” 

Sunday Jan 4th  

Envelopes:  $ 200.00      Loose: $ 87.00     Electronic $200.00 


